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Breaking ground in April 2007 

Pontoon boat (used by HLWC - Citizens 
Volunteer Monitoring Program, CVMP) is 
first boat to be inspected and rinsed at the 
Hauser Lake Rinse Station. 

May 19, 2007 Grand Opening Day for the 
Hauser Lake Watercraft Rinse Station. 
Dignitaries, business leaders and local 
residents turnout to see the new facility. 
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WHO: 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  

 
The Hauser Lake Watershed Coalition would like to acknowledge the support of 
many cooperators for there involvment in this community effort. With the support 
of these state and local entities we were able to construct this facility on budget.  
 

·  Idaho State Department of Agriculture – Eurasian Watermilfoil Task Force 
·  City of Hauser 
·  Idaho Fish and Game 
·  Kootenai County Noxious Weeds 
·  Kootenai County Parks and Waterways 
·  Kootenai County Building and Planning 
·  Board of County Commissioners 
·  Panhandle Lakes RC&D 
·  Panhandle Health District 
·  Post Falls Highway Department 
·  Cedar Creek Builders 
·  Harsh Construction 
·  Consolidated Supply 
·  Panhandle Concrete Products 
·  Post Falls Highway Department 
·  HatchMueller, P.C. 
·  Central Pre-Mix 
·  Ferguson Enterprises, Inc. 
·  Hauser Lions Club 
·  POE Asphalt 
·  Sawhorse Ranch 
·  CDA Paving 

 
 
 
Background:  
 
As of the Fall 2006 Hauser Lake currently did not have Eurasian Watermilfoil 
(EWM), or at least it has not been found in its waters. The Hauser Lake 
Watershed Coalition (HLWC) is a volunteer group of local residents working to 
improve the water quality and ecology of Hauser Lake. We applied for a grant to 
the Idaho State Department of Agriculture (ISDA) - Eurasian Watermilfoil Task 
Force and was awarded funding in 2006 to construct Idaho’s first permanent 
watercraft rinse facility designed to prevent the spread of EWM.  
 
Concepts and ideas were gleaned from the Cobbossee Watershed in the state of 
Maine where local resident there are fighting their own battle on EWM as well. 
The HLWC proposed building a facility with a budget of $16,000 and would utilize 
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the Panhandle Lakes RC&D for a financial conduit and budget assistance since 
the HLWC is not a 501c(3) designated body.  
 
 
What and How:  
 
Once funding of the Rinse Station construction had been approved by ISDA in 
June 2006, the HLWC had to find a willing entity to take ownership of the facility 
as well as secure long-term funding for the maintenance of the facility. The City 
of Hauser graciously agreed to take ownership of the facility and would also 
provide the revenues generated from its parking fines into an account soley 
designated for the upkeep and maintenance of the facility. We then needed 
permission to build the facility on land owned by Idaho Fish and Game (IFG) 
which was managed by Kootenai County Parks and Waterways (KCP&W). The 
HLWC helped facilitate an agreement, known as a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU), between the three entities that included permission to 
construct the facility as well as funding streams of $500 each per year from both 
IFG and KCP&W. The details of this effort took several months to complete and 
we subsequently were forced to ask ISDA for a project time extention in order to 
complete the project in the Spring of 2007. The original completion date for the 
facility was November 30, 2006. We were rapidly approaching winter and it was 
clear that we would not be able to complete the Rinse Station before the onset of 
winter or the November 30th deadline. An extention was granted to the HLWC 
with a completion date of June 1, 2007. 
 
The only permits required by Kootenai County for this facility were a building 
permit and a plumbing permit both of which have been signed off.  We broke 
ground in early April 2007 and completed construction on May 17th just in time 
for the May 19th dedication and Grand Opening.  
 
Volunteers with the HLWC and Hauser Lions Cub assisted in the construction.  A 
majority of the work was completed by Cedar Creek Builders and Harsh 
Construction;both licensed contractors in the State of Idaho.  With our project 
running below budget we obtained permission from ISDA to modify the original 
plan by installing an asphalt driveway instead of gravel for the entrance and exit 
of the facility. This improvement has been very well received by patrons. Also 
added to the original plan was an additional water hydrant to provide water on 
both sides of watercraft at the same time for greater efficiency in rinsing 
watercraft.   
 
 



Hauser Lake Rinse Station Final Report 

  4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An additional water hydrant was installed to better  
serve boaters in their effort to rinse off watercraft. Sign  
shows were to inspect and rinse boat and trailer. It also 
has a color pic of EWM plant. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

3ft by 4 ft 
signs 
informing 
boaters what 
to do at the 
facility (left), 
and a sign 
thanking the 
local and 
State entities 
that were 
responsible 
for the effort 
(right). 

 

This facility looks and operates very 
much like a manual car wash. You 
pull up onto the concrete pad and 
inspect and rinse off your watercraft 
and trailer of any weedy material that 
may be attached. Weedy material is 
collected and will be removed as 
needed when the gas/oil seperator is 
checked for cleaning.  Note the 
asphalt on the entrance to the facility. 
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What and How continued:  
 
There were no herbicides used in this project. Tom Woolf will be visiting the 
HLWC to set up a protocol to check our lake for infestations of EWM. Details of 
this effort are yet to be finalized with Tom. The HLWC will provide lake users with  
noxious weed informational pamphlets and provide courtesy watercraft 
inspections and rinses throughout the boating season. We will also over the 
course of two years randomly monitor the use of the facility and report how many 
patrons are using it and how many do not.  We will also conduct two yearly 
surveys (spring and late summer) asking lake users about their practices to 
control EWM.  
 
Where:  
 
The Rinse Station is located in the county park of Hauser in Hauser, Idaho 
directly north of the Hauser Lake fire station in TRS location T 51N R 5 W Sec18. 
The facility is approximately 500 feet south of Hauser Lakes only public boat 
launch.  
 
Why:  
 
Hauser Lake is a 625 acre lake that is on average 21 feet deep. Hauser also is a 
TMDL listed impaired lake due to nutrient loading of phosphorous. The close 
proximity of Hauser to other regional lakes already infested with EWM makes it a 
prime candidate for infestation. The shallow warm nutrient rich waters of Hauser 
would provide an perfect environment for EWM to rapidly establish itself. It is the 
goal of the HLWC and our hope that this facility will prevent that from happening. 
 
Timelines and Milestones:  
 
The HLWC requested and received a project time extension back in November of 
2006 to push the date of completion to June 1, 2007. The facility is completed 
and we celebrated the Grand Opening on May 19, 2007. Tom Dayley was one of 
our honored guests.  
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Summary of costs:  
 
 

Description Cost 
Excavation $3,800.00 
Design $1,000.00 

Parts and supplies (gas-oil separator, posts, signs, rebar, etc.) $2,443.09 
Permits(Building & plumbing) $139.00 

Materials (concrete and labor, asphalt, base material and fill $7,185.34 

Equipment rental (compactor, post hole digger, U-kart concrete 
mixer) $670.66 
RC&D Admin fee $761.91 
  
Project cost* $16,000.00 

*see Ledger for copies of all receipts and additional details  
 
 
 
Thanks:  
 
Thanks to the vision of the ISDA Eurasian Watermifoil Task Force and their 
ability to see prevention as a viable and cost effective eradication effort, Idaho 
now stands as a leader in the EWM battle. We thank all of you in your efforts that 
will help preserve the fishing, recreation, and ecology of Hauser Lake. The 
HLWC truly is striving to prevent Hauser from becoming a EWM  “pollinator” of 
other lakes in our region. We hope our efforts will be emulated and utilized by 
many others everywhere. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


